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October 18, 2024 

Washington Supreme Court 
Temple of Justice 
Olympia, WA 

To the Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court 

The Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, representing the thirty-nine 
elected prosecuting attorneys of Washington, urge you to reject the proposed caseload 
standards. Adoption of these standards would be calamitous for the citizens of 
Washington state. 

The Court should require a caseload study. 

The RAND study is a survey, it did not actually study public defenders at work to 
ascertain the time required to efficiently and effectively handle criminal cases in 
Washington. Rather, RAND gathered thirty-three public defenders from across the 
country and surveyed them on how much time they believe is necessary to do their 
jobs. Currently, Colorado is in the process of evaluating caseload standards as well. 
They started with a state audit 1

, which called for a statewide caseload study, even 
though they have the RAND survey. "Further, the RAND standards published in 
2023, while more recent, are not based on Colorado-specific data and do not account 
for OSPD's organizational and operating structure."2

Critics of a caseload study argue that not every public defense office in Washington is 
part of a county or city government, making it difficult to survey. While true, many 
offices are easy to survey. Those offices can and should be evaluated based on actual 
caseloads. Such a study should look at individual jurisdictions, their demand, their 
resources, their efficiency, and the likely impact of proposed changes on the full 
criminal justice system. 

As can be seen from current comments, many defense attorneys outside of the Puget 
Sound area oppose the proposed caseloads. A caseload study would help to 
understand this contradiction. 

A caseload study could also consider how efficiently courts are processing cases. In 
2021, the National Center for State Courts produced a report evaluating court 
efficiency. 3 The report found that timely case resolution depends on "limiting the 
number of hearings and continuances per disposition and effectively managing the 
duration between scheduled court events, are the key to timely case outcomes." The 

htt;ps:/ /leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/audits/2354p office of the state public defender.pd 
f - See page 29 for the audit report proposal for a caseload study. 
2 Id. At 27. 

https://www.ncsc.org/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/53218/Timely-Justice-in-Criminal-Cases-What-the-Data-Tells-

Us.pdf
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You don't often get email from rbrown@waprosecutors.org. Learn why this is important

From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK
To: Martinez, Jacquelynn
Subject: FW: WAPA Comments to CrR3.1/CrRLJ3.1/JuCR9.2 STDS
Date: Friday, October 25, 2024 4:14:36 PM
Attachments: WAPA Board - Letter to the Supreme Court October 2024 signed.pdf

 
 

From: Russell Brown <rbrown@waprosecutors.org> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 4:13 PM
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV>
Cc: Joe Brusic <joseph.brusic@co.yakima.wa.us>
Subject: WAPA Comments to CrR3.1/CrRLJ3.1/JuCR9.2 STDS
 

External Email Warning! This email has originated from outside of the Washington State Courts
Network.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, are expecting the
email, and know the content is safe.   If a link sends you to a website where you are asked to validate
using your Account and Password, DO NOT DO SO! Instead, report the incident.

 

Thank you for allowing us an opportunity to share our thoughts regarding CrR3.1/CrRLJ
3.1/JuCR9.2 standards.
 
Russ
 
Russell Brown
Executive Director
Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys
206 10th Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98501
360 753-2175
 

mailto:rbrown@waprosecutors.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV
mailto:Jacquelynn.Martinez@courts.wa.gov
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